Name: 

Address:

Date:

Dear Councillor, Planning officer,…
 
London Concrete Ltd, through their agents have lodged a second application before Haringey Council to erect a Concrete Batching Plant with associated hoppers, conveyors and ancillary facilities at Ferme Park Depot, Cranford Way, London N8.
 
I strongly oppose the application and would urge you to support the surrounding community that is in opposition to the proposed development.
 
From studying London Concrete's Application and Commissioned Reports I am sufficiently concerned as to have no hesitation in requesting that London Concrete and its agents be refused any opportunity to develop a plant on this site.
 
The transport infrastructure in this area is already congested without adding further Heavy Goods Vehicle traffic. The possibility of some 56 daily cement truck movements through Tottenham Lane will only add to the problem. This figure has been supplied by London Concrete, whilst their managing director admitted in a public forum that these numbers only apply to the proposed plant running at some 50% capacity (therefore we can expect that in a shortish matter of time London Concrete will wish to increase capacity towards 100%, or in excess of 110 truck movements per day). These figures do not take into account non-London Concrete cement trucks, as London Concrete will also be supplying independent operators who would come to the site, nor delivery by daily tanker of liquid cement.
 
The immediate transport effect may seem to be concentrated around Tottenham Lane but the trucks will be operating within a 4 mile radius ensuring the transport issues generated will not be so localised.
 
Ferme Park Depot, Cranford Way is tightly surrounded by a thriving residential community, with many young families attending a number of schools and playing areas within a few hundred metres of the proposed site. There is a potential for dust fallout from the plant, and from the trucks as they travel through the community on their deliveries.
 
Cement trucks are large and often seen as dangerous by cyclists and many road users. Haringey, alongside other environmentally aware boroughs, has encouraged their citizens to leave the car behind and walk or cycle where possible. Parents are encouraged to walk their children to school. I believe that this trend will be seriously reversed with the advent of cement trucks on our narrow roads and it will ensure that yet more cars will be added to future congestion figures.
 
For those of who live close to Cranford Way, there will be a large increase in noise levels, from the operating plant, from the rail delivery, and from the stream of trucks accessing and leaving the site. Diesel engines are not quiet, reverse warning beepers are intentionally loud. The site is based in an amphitheatre-like location, thus noise will rise and reverberate from the buildings of Uplands Road and Chettle Court.
 
From a nature viewpoint, I also have concerns about the environmental impact that the plant will have as the site will encroach within the Stroud Green Railway Bank, an area designated by Greater London Authority as of importance for nature conservation.
 
Haringey Council initiated a Cleaner, Greener, Tougher campaign. London Concrete‚s plans would seem to be at odds with the Council‚s stated objective. Cranford Way currently accommodates a number of warehousing, distribution, food processing and light industrial businesses which integrate into the local residential community without damaging the ecological and environmental surroundings. Some of these businesses have expressed concern that they will be forced to leave the area due to adverse problems caused by the presence of a concrete batching plant.
 
Perhaps you are aware of a more environmentally friendly and non-disruptive use that this parcel of land can be best used for, which would also be of greater employment benefit to local people.
 
As a member of the Planning Sub-Committee, I hope that you are in a position to look at this issue and find sufficient reason to oppose the development. 
 
I look forward to your support.
 
Yours sincerely,

Name: 

